
ANACONDA Copper Company 

555 Seventeenth Street 
Denver, Colorado 80217 
Telephone 303 575-4000 

(^^". i V w ^ t ^ ^ i ^ 

Illliil 
1186083-RB SDMS A 

September 18, 1981 

Mr. Fred Matter, P.E. 
Chief, Monitoring and 

Enforcement Section 
Water Quality Control Division 
Colorado Department of Health 
4210 E. Eleventh Avenue 
Denver, Colorado 80220 

RE: Notice of Violation and Cease and 
Desist Order - Rico Project 

Dear Mr. Matter: 

In our letter of April 28, 1981, we indicated that the "seepage" 
below the Silver Creek tailings ponds would be collected and 
conveyed to the proposed water treatment plant. 

Recent geotechnical investigations by our consultants indicate 
that the observed flow is not seepage but rather a fraction of the 
subsurface flow in Silver Creek which for some reason surfaces in 
that area. 

We have, therefore, changed our plans and have eliminated consi­
deration of collecting and treating this flow. 

We will continue to monitor both volume and water quality of this 
flow as part of our water quality assessment program. 

If any further information is needed, please advise. 

Very truly yours, 

Uohn R. Whyte" 
Manager, 

Health, Safety and Environment 

JRW/ld 

pc: C. Garlasco 

ANACONOA Copper Company Olvimon ot Tht ANACONDA >:onipany 



COLORADO OEFARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Division or Section of Water Quality Control '^^^f î 3i^ 

INTER-OFFICE COMMUNICATION 

TO : Bob Hykan DATE : October 26, 1981 

FROM: Pat Nelson SUBJECT: Notice of Violation and Cease 
Kat Neison ^̂ ^ Desist Order dated August 

27, 1980 against Rico Explora­
tion and Production Company, 
NPDES PERMIT NO. CO-0029793 

Attached are the following documents: 

(1.) Notice of Violation and Cease and Desist Order against Rico Exploration and 
Production Company dated August 27, 198O. 

(2.) December 1, 198O letter from Mr. Arden Wallum to Rico Argentine Mining Company 
issuing temporary permit. 

(3.) September k , I98O - letter from Mr. Arden Wallum to Anaconda Copper Company; 
offical name change notification. 

Please amend the above referenced Order so that it reflects the changes in ownership 
in the Findings of Fact. The Order should be directed to John Whyte, Projects 
Manager, Exploration. The changes in the Cease and Desist Order part are as follows: 

(A.) To carry out the following compliance schedule, completing the activities 
specified by the dates indicated: 

(a.) Install flow monitoring device at the outfall of the 
last pond prior to the discharge to the Dolores River. 

Completed October 15, 1980 
RECFSVED 

N U V i 2 1981 (b.) Confine the 002 discharge to a single point. 
Completed October 15, 1980 

Vv« I un UUALITY 
O.b, m (c.) To construct a treatment facility which is capable of 

bringing and keeping the discharge in compliance. The 
construction of such a facility should conform to the 
foil owing dates: 

Target Award October 29, 1981 

R 5^r^S--|\/S-!n Kick-Off Meeting November 2, 198l 

u-^^u«9 W B-1-^ Completion Date October 1, 1982 

fiOV 9 1981 (d.) Propose a program for Division approval on the Dolores River 
that will demonstrate any impact of the ponds on the river. 
The program shall include frequency^ parameters and shall be 

WATER QUALITY implemented within 15 days of program approval. 
D. E. 

Water Quality Study for 198I February 1, 1982 
Water Quality Study for 1982 February 1, I983 

PAN:rky 

" • ' ' ' ' " ' ™ " Qj?,.u^^Q.'?;j.2.^^ (ri 
Signature 

AD BUS-29 (10-29-100) 

' Amr^Xrtrii.^VVt J-,-.-.-^. '»>--*•' B-. 
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION 

HL WO HRWL 

IN THE MATTER OF 
RICO EXPLORATION AND 
PRODUCTION COMPANYf a divi­
sion of CRYSTAL EXPLORATION 
AND PRODUCTION COMPANY 

DOLOKliS COUNTY, COI-QRADO 
NPDES PERMIT NO. t:0-0029793. 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION 
AND 

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER 

TD: 0*L. Jahnke 
General Manager 

£INQIN£S_QE_P*LI 

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Division of 

Adtii n i str at i on of the Colorado Department of Health by part 

Illt article 8» title 25f C*R»S« 1973» which authority has 

been delegated to me by the eKecutive dlrectort I hereby 

make the following findings of fact: 

1. RICO ARGENTINE MINING COMPANY (MRico"), a divi­

sion of Crystal Exploration and Production Company* owns 

and operates a base and precious metal mine and froth-flotation 

mill located north of the town of Rico which is the subject 

of NPDES permit No. CO-0029793 ("permit")* 

2. The permit was issued by the Colorado Department 

of Health* Division of Administration ("division") on June 

It 1976 and has been in full force and effect since approxi­

mately one month after that date* The permit will expire 

at midnight* December 31* 1980* 

3. The permit authorizes Rico to discharge into 

Silver Creek and the Dolores River* which are "state waters" 

as defined by the Colorado Water Quality Control Act. 

t** On September 18 and 25* and October 2* 1978* 

and May 9* ZZi and 31* 1979 the division sampled the effluent 

^»—WlHWfl lWJi i i^Wi 



froTi discharge point 002 of the facility. Split samples 

were offered to. and accepted by Rico. 

5, The division analyzed tho samples taken in find­

ing No. <» in their laboratory according to standard testing 

procedures and determined that the following pollutant param­

eters concentrations were in the discharge: 

Pollutant Parameter Concentration 

Date 

9-18-78 

9-25-78 

10-2-78 

2n (niK/l) 

0.79 

0.92 

0.99 

Hg (mg/1) 

Average 0.90 

5-9-79 

'5-22-79 

5-31-79 

Average 

2.7 

3.0 

5.0 

3.57 

0006 

6. Division representatives have also observed 

seepage into the Dolores River through the sides of the 

series of ponds that runs along the river. This discharge 

appears to be continuous* and was specifical1y observed on 

the following dates in 1978: May 16 and 31* June 7 and 21* 

Jjly 6* 11* and 26* and August 28. Discharge to the river 

fron the side of a pond was also observed on May 2 and 9* 

1980. 

7. Discharge monitoring reports submitted by Rico 

for t'he-quarter ending July 1* 1979 indicated that both 

daily maximiims and 30-day average limitations for 2inc were 

exceeded. The report for the quarter ending October l* 

1979 indicated that the daily maximum limitation for copper 

was exceeded. 

8. In addition* discharge monitoring reports submit-

-2-
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t e d by R ico have been i n c o m p l e t e * f o r example f a i l i n g t o 

r e p o r t f l o w vo lumes* number of e x c e p t i o n s * f r e q u e n c y of a n a l ­

y s e s * and sample t y p e . 

S^QIILE.QE.yiQLAllQ^j 

You a r e hereby n o t i f i e d t h a t t h e f a c t s s t a t e d above 

c o n s t i t u t e v i o l a t i o n s of NPDES p e r m i t No . C O - 0 0 2 9 7 9 3 . 

Th is p e r m i t p r o v i d e s in p e r t i n e n t p a r t : 

. . , „ , julv 1 1977. a--d lasting through December 31, 1 
' r r - ; .^^r . - . r . ' i r3u°ho"i : r^ to . i " i . - . l ; c ' r o ; oucfelU.r .s .nal „.,:ie.;=) 002. the St. Louis Tur 

•°c '1i°ch°"os' 'sh=U be ;.<.ltcd end »=l=or»J by t „ . p .n r i t t c , as .pccUic . below: 

) 

kfj/dnyClbs/dsy) Ff/l i-g/l 

-i-3/D2y(KGD) 

ll Suspended Solids 

ll Copper 

3l Zinc 

al Lead 

al Mercury 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

20 

0.05 

0.5 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

30 

0.09 

1.0 

0.2 

0.0002 

30-d.-'y ;./n 1/ Daily >»=" k^ 30-c3y Ave a./ Daily r.ay. W 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

ine permit also provides that "any discharge to the 

waters of the state from a point source other than specifi­

cally authorized is prohibited." The discharges through the 

sides of the ponds fall under this prohibition. 

LEAiE.&l^Q.QESI&I.QaQER 

Based upon the foregoing findings of fact and notice 

of violation* and pursuant to the provisions of C.R.S. 1973, 

25-8-605* I hereby order you: 

I. To take such steps as are necessary to forthwith 

cease and desist from all discharges to the waters of the 

State of Colorado from the above-described premises that 

-3-



are in violation of NPDES permit No. CO-0329793. 

2. To perform any work necessary to prevent any 

future violations of NPDtS permit No. CO-0029793 from the 

above-described premises. 

3. To give written notice within ten days after 

receipt of this order to the Department of Health stating 

your intent to comply with this cease and desist order. 

A. To carry out the following compliance schedule* 

coTipleting the activities specified hy the dates indicated: 

a. Install flow monitoring 
device at the'outfall 
of the last pond prior 
to discharge to the 
Dolores River. 

b> Confine the 002 discharge 
point to a single point. 

c. Propose a program* for 
2.. ,.'; D i V i s i on approval/ to 

bring discharge.into com­
pliance. The program 
should include a schedule " u ; ; ;/" 

' '~ of implementation. October"^ 15*' l'980' 

Oc 

Or 

. t o b e r 

- t o b a r 

I* 

1* 

I98Cry 

1 9 8 0 

r^. 0^ 

; / • rii 

U' *' 

. A -
^ 1 

^1 

.1 ', 
• / 

/ '' , . . ' , / ? * ' • • ' 

d. Propose a program* for 
- J ' *•• division approval* on 
;/'? the Dolores River that 

will demonstrate any / / -/ 
impact of the ponds on 
the river. The program 
shall include frequency* 
parameters and shall be 
implemented within 15 
days of program approval. October I* 1980 

1̂̂^ 5. Complete and submit all discharge monitoring 

reports as required by the permit. 

C.R.S. 1973* 25-8-603* provides that if the division 

does not require a hearing* an alleged violator may request 

the division to conduct such a hearing. Such request shall 

be in writing and shall be filed with the division no later 

than thirty (30) days after service of this order. For clar­

ification of the rights of the recipients of notices of 

violations and cease and desist orders* parties are advised 

to consult the Colorado Water Quality Control Act* C.R.S. 

- < i -



1973* 25-8-101 eL_iea« 

No'hing herein contained* particularly those portions 

requiring certain acts to be performed within a certain 

time* snail be construed as a peruit or license* either to 

violate any provisions of the public health laws and regula­

tions promulgated thereunder or to make any discharges to 

the waters of the state. 

DATED at Denver* Colorado this ILLJI day of Auĵ i£st__ 

1980. 

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION 

GARY G / ' B R O E T Z M A N 

Di rector 
Water Quality Control Division 

AG Alpha No. HL WO HUFD 
AG File No. 0NR/789/MT 
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